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— 2007 Best Friends of the Taxpayer —

— 2007 Session Notables —FRIENDS FOES

All of the above legislators recieved a score of 100% on our 2007 Taxpayers League Scorecard. They deserve special
recognition for the hard work and willingness to stand strong for individual economic freedom.

Rep. Bruce Anderson
R-Buffalo Twnsp (19A)

Rep. Mark Buesgens
R-Jordan (35B)

Rep. Chris DeLaForest
R-Andover (49A)

Rep. Tom Emmer
R-Delano (19B)

Rep. Mary Liz Holberg
R-Lakeville (36A)

Rep. Paul Kohls
R-Victoria (34A)

Rep. Mark Olson
R-Big Lake (16B)

Rep. Ron Shimanski
R-Silver Lake (18A)

Rep. Kurt Zellers
R-Maple Grove (32B)

Sen. David Hann
R-Eden Prairie (42)

Sen. Pat Pariseau
R-Farmington (36)

House Minority Leader
Marty Seifert (R-Marshall)

As the leader of a caucus with just 49 Representatives, Rep.
Seifert was able to successfully hold his members together
through difficult circumstances. And largely due to the leader-
ship of Rep. Seifert, not a single Republican voted to override
a gubernatorial veto. Most notably, House Republicans sus-
tained the lone override attempt of the 2007 legislative ses-
sion: a tax increase that would have amounted to $1.5 billion
(House vote #1).

Speaker of the House
Margaret Anderson Kelliher
(DFL-Minneapolis)

After last November’s election, Speaker Kelliher
claimed she saw “no reason to raise taxes.” That prom-
ise proved hollow. By the end of the Legislative session
she and her liberal colleagues had proposed over $5
billion in new tax increases, and only the power of the
Governor’s veto pen stopped her from making
Minnesota one of the highest taxed states in the
nation.

State Senator
Ray Vandeveer (R-Forest Lake)

Vandeveer, one of few Republican freshman Senators elected
in 2006, wasted no time challenging new Senate Majority
Leader Larry Pogemiller. At the beginning of the legislative ses-
sion, the Senate tried to pass a pay-raise without even a vote.
Senator Vandeveer objected, and was ultimately able to get a
vote on the floor and put on record (Senate vote #12) all
those who preferred getting a massive increase in their com-
pensation over taking care of their constituents.

State Senator
Tom Bakk (DFL-Cook)

Tom Bakk is the Minnesota State Senate’s chairman
of the Tax Committee, and in 2007 he proved that
an Iron Range legislator can be every bit as liberal
and spendthrift as a Minneapolis one. The tax bills
he crafted would have vaulted Minnesota to the top
of the tax rankings, while at the same time driving
businesses out of the state and thousands of
Minnesotans to sunnier—and tax friendlier—climes.

State Representative
Mary Ellen Otremba (DFL-Long Prairie)

There aren’t many bright spots among the members of the tax-
and-spend caucus, but Rep. Otremba provided a ray of hope.
Rep. Otremba opposed a sales tax increase for arts and recre-
ation (House vote #3) and hordes of tax and fee increases in
many other bills. Rep. Otremba truly showed courage by buck-
ing the leaders of her liberal tax-and-spend caucus. She even
voted to sustain the Governor’s veto of the multi-billion dollar
transportation bill.

State Senator
Dennis Frederickson (R-New Ulm)

Sen. Frederickson has consistently been one of the
lowest-scoring Republican Senators on the Taxpayers
League Scorecard, and this year was no different.
Instead of sticking with the Governor and the fiscal
conservatives, he voted for tax and spending increas-
es along with his more liberal DFL colleagues.



2007 VOTE DESCRIPTIONS STATE SENATE

MINNESOTA STATE SENATE
(SJ = Senate Journal Page Number)

1. NO AUTOMATIC SPENDING INCREASES. (SJ 6325) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject auto-
matic spending increases for government programs. (amendment failed 22-43)

2. REJECT TAX INCREASES. (SJ 6325) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject the final tax bill
which included tax increases, increased welfare to local units of government (LGA) and mandat-
ed automatic spending increases. (passed 53-13, vetoed by the Governor)

3. REJECT INCREASED SALES TAXES. (SJ 5922) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject a pro-
posed constitutional amendment to increase the state sales tax with dedicated funding for arts,
entertainment, parks and public broadcasting. (passed 50-12)

4. THE THIRD HIGHEST INCOME TAX RATE IN THE NATION? (SJ 3935) The taxpayer-friendly
vote was to reject this version of the tax bill which included massive tax increases; including
imposing the third highest income tax rate in the nation. (passed 35-31, vetoed by the
Governor)

5. DON’T TURN BACK THE CLOCK ON WELFARE REFORM (SJ 3710) The taxpayer-friendly vote
was to reject the Health and Human Services Finance bill, which would have reversed many wel-
fare reforms and increased welfare spending in Minnesota. (passed 47-19, vetoed by the
Governor)

6. NO MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES (SJ 2459) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject an
increase in the minimum wage, which hurts small business and less-skilled workers by reducing
employment opportunities. (passed 40-23)

7. REJECT NEW TAX BRACKET (SJ 1927) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject the Senate
Education bill which would have imposed massive tax increases and created a 4th income tax
bracket at the highest rate in the nation. (passed 35-29)

8. REJECT HIGHER BUSINESS PROPERTY TAXES (SJ 1821) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to
reject this $400 million increase in business property taxes. (passed 38-28)

9. NO MORE PORK-BARREL SPENDING (SJ 1454) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject the
$334 million bonding bill which included millions of dollars in pork-barrel spending above the
Governor’s recommendations. (passed 56-9, vetoed by the Governor)

10. REJECT THE SENATE TRANSPORTATION BILL VOTE #1 (SJ 1294) The taxpayer-friendly vote
was to reject billions of dollars in tax increases, including a 50% increase in the gas tax, a
wheelage tax, new sales taxes and higher license tab fees. (passed 42-24)

11. REJECT ANOTHER BLOATED TRANSPORTATION BILL (SJ 4141) The taxpayer-friendly vote
was to reject the final version of the transportation bill, which would have raised taxes by up
$500 a year for a family of four. (passed 47-17, vetoed by the Governor)

12. REJECT LEGISLATOR PAY RAISE (SJ 428) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject the 45%
increase in legislator per diem from $66 a day to $96 a day. (passed 59-7)

MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
(HJ = House Journal Page number)

1. GOVERNOR’S VETO OF TAX INCREASES UPHELD (HJ 7571) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to
sustain the Governor’s veto of the transportation bill, which included billions of dollars in tax
increases that would have raised taxes up to $500 on a family of four. (override attempt failed
83-50)

2. REJECT TAX INCREASES (HJ 7575) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject the final tax bill
which included tax increases, increased welfare to local units of government (LGA) and mandat-
ed automatic spending increases. (passed 82-48, vetoed by the Governor)

3. REJECT INCREASED SALES TAXES (HJ 7263) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject a pro-
posed constitutional amendment to increase the sales tax with dedicated funding for arts, enter-
tainment, parks and public broadcasting. (bill passed 86-46)

4. REJECT STATEWIDE TAKEOVER OF SCHOOL HEALTH INSURANCE (HJ 7538) The taxpayer-
friendly vote was to reject this plan to create a statewide school employee’s insurance pool,
penalizing school districts who have managed their health care costs well by making them subsi-
dize districts which have not. (passed 83-51, vetoed by Governor)

5. REJECT ANOTHER BLOATED TRANSPORTATION BILL (HJ 6640) The taxpayer-friendly vote was
to reject the final version of the transportation bill, which would have raised taxes by up $500 a
year for a family of four. (passed 90-43, vetoed by the Governor)

6. THE THIRD HIGHEST INCOME TAX RATE IN THE NATION? (HJ 6556) The taxpayer-friendly
vote was to reject this version of the tax bill which included massive tax increases; including
imposing the third highest income tax rate in the nation. (bill passed 73-58, vetoed by the
Governor)

7. DON’T TURN THE CLOCK BACK ON WELFARE REFORM (HJ 6112) The taxpayer-friendly vote
was to reject the Health and Human Services Finance bill, which would have reversed many wel-
fare reforms and increased welfare spending in Minnesota. (conference report passed 82-44,
vetoed by the Governor)

8. REJECT HIGHER ENERGY COSTS (HJ 446) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject mandating
that 25% of Minnesota’s energy come from unproven renewable resources by 2025, increasing
costs to consumers. (bill passed 123-10)

9. RESTRICT BONDING BILL TO EMERGENCY SPENDING (HJ 2222) The taxpayer-friendly vote
was to restrict the 2007 bonding bill to $8 million in emergency spending only. (amendment
failed 39-90)

10. NO MORE PORK-BARREL SPENDING (HJ 2227) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject the
$334 million bonding bill which included millions of dollars in pork-barrel spending above the
Governor’s recommendations. (bill passed 84-45, vetoed by the Governor)

11. REJECT THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION BILL VOTE #1 (HJ 2016) The taxpayer-friendly vote
was to reject billions of dollars in tax increases, including a 50% increase in the gas tax, a
wheelage tax, new sales taxes and higher license tab fees. (bill passed 83-46)

12. SUPERMAJORITY TO RAISE TAXES (HJ 586) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to adopt a rule
that would require a 60% vote of the House to raise taxes. (amendment failed 47-86)

Party/
District Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

D66 Ellen Anderson - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 9
D6 Tom Bakk - - * - - - - - - + - - 9 22
D61 Linda Berglin - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 9
D51 Don Betzold - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 11
D43 Terri Bonhoff - - * + - - + + - - - - 27 30
D38 Jim Carlson - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 8
D50 Satveer Chaudhary - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 20
D15 Tarryl Clark - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 13
D64 Richard Cohen - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 11
R26 Dick Day + - - + + + + + - + + + 66 79
D60 Scott Dibble - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 12
R18 Steve Dille + - + + - + + + - + - * 64 59
D40 John Doll - - - + - - + - - - - - 17 17
D31 Sharon Erickson Ropes - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R14 Michelle Fischbach + - - + + + + + + + + - 66 76
D47 Leo Foley - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 11
R21 Dennis Frederickson + - - + - + + + - + - - 50 62
R37 Chris Gerlach + + + + + + + + + + + - 92 92
R13 Joe Gimse + - - + + + + + - + - - 58 58
R42 David Hann + + + + + * + + + + + + 100 96
D58 Linda Higgins - - - - - - - - * - - - 0 9
R11 Bill Ingebrigtsen + - - + + + + + - + + + 75 75
R49 Debbie Johnson + + + + + + + + - + * - 82 86
R48 Mike Jungbauer + + - + + + + + - + - - 66 82
R19 Amy Koch + + - + + + + + + + + + 92 96
R12 Paul Koering - - - + - + + + - + + - 50 62
D20 Gary Kubly - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 26
D9 Keith Langseth - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 15
D63 Dan Larson - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 39
D44 Ron Latz - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 22
R32 Warren Limmer + + * + + + + + + + + - 91 93
D8 Tony Lourey - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
D30 Ann Lynch - - - + - - + - - - - - 17 17
D54 John Marty - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 17
D39 James Metzen * - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
R41 Geoff Michel + + - + + + + + - + + + 83 83
D67 Mee Moua - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 9
D28 Steve Murphy - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 11
R25 Tom Neuville + - + + + + + + + + + - 83 77
D17 Rick Olseen - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R33 Gen Olson + - - + + * * + + + + - 70 82
D4 Mary Olson - - - - - - - - - + - - 8 8
R34 Julianne Ortman + + + + + + + + + + + - 92 88
D65 Sandra Pappas - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 5
R36 Pat Pariseau + + * + + + + + + + + + 100 87
D59 Larry Pogemiller - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 8
D7 Yvonne Prettner Solon - - - - - * - - - - - - 0 17
D45 Ann Rest - + + + - - + + - - - - 42 27
R35 Claire Robling + + - + + + + + - + + - 66 78
R24 Julie Rosen + - - + - + + + - * * - 50 68
D53 Sandy Rummel - - - + - - + - - - - - 17 17
D56 Kathy Saltzman - - - + - - + + - - - - 25 25
D3 Tom Saxhaug - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 16
D46 Linda Scheid - - - - - - * + - - - - 9 14
R29 David Senjem + + - + + + + + - + + - 75 74
D23 Kathy Sheran - - - - - - - + - - - - 8 8
D57 Katie Sieben - - - - - - * * * - - - 0 21
D2 Rod Skoe - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 25
D10 Dan Skogen - - - + - + + - - - - - 25 25
D27 Dan Sparks - - - - - + - - - - - - 8 22
D1 LeRoy Stumpf * * * * * * - - - - * - * 15
D5 David Tomassoni - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 16
D62 Patricia Torres Ray - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R52 Ray Vandeveer + - + + + + + + - + + + 83 87
D22 Jim Vickerman - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 18
R16 Betsy Wergin + + - + + + + + - + + - 75 73
D55 Charles Wiger - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 27
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Party/
District Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

R48B Jim Abeler + - + - - * + - * * - + 44 58
R19A Bruce Anderson + + + + * + + + + + + + 100 95
R43A Sarah Anderson + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 92
D3A Tom Anzelc - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
D39B Joe Atkins - - - - - - * - - - - - 0 14
R35A Michael Beard + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 77
D43B John Benson - + - + - + - - - - - - 25 25
R33B John Berns + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 92
D57A Karla Bigham - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
D25B David Bly - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R25A Laura Brod + + + + + + + - + + * + 91 78
D27A Robin Brown - - - - - + - - - - - - 8 8
D23B Kathy Brynaert - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 8
R35B Mark Buesgens + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 94
D56A Julie Bunn - + - + - + - - - - - - 25 25
D45B Lyndon Carlson - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 26
D61A Karen Clark - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 13
R24B Tony Cornish + + - - + + + - + + + + 75 73
D62A Jim Davnie - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 17
R52B Matt Dean + + + + + + + + - + + + 92 86
R49A Chris DeLaForest + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 93
R29A Randy Demmer + + + + + + * - + + + + 91 73
R52A Bob Dettmer + + * + + + + - + + + + 91 91
D6A David Dill - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 13
D47A Denise Dittrich - + - - - - - - - - - - 8 30
D58B Willie Dominguez - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
D12B Al Doty - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R17A Rob Eastlund + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 80
D2A Kent Eken - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 31
R19B Tom Emmer + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 86
R41A Ron Erhardt + * + + - + * - + + - + 70 71
R16A Sondra Erickson + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 84
D8B Tim Faust - - - - - - - - - - + - 8 8
R21B Brad Finstad + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 84
D26B Patti Fritz - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
D53A Paul Gardner - - - + - + - - - - - - 17 17
R36B Pat Garofalo + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 64
R15A Steve Gottwalt + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 92
D54A Mindy Greiling - + + + - - - - - - - - 25 21
R24A Bob Gunther + + - - + + + - + + + + 75 68
R48A Tom Hackbarth + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 71
R22B Rod Hamilton + + - - + + + - - + + + 67 64
D39A Rick Hansen - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
D66B Alice Hausman - - - - - - - - - - * - 0 14
D15B Larry Haws - - - - - + - - - - - - 8 17
R13A Bud Heidgerken + - - - - + + - - + + - 42 54
D46B Debra Hilstrom - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 23
D8A Bill Hilty - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 19
R36A Mary Liz Holberg + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 88
R34B Joe Hoppe + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 80
D60B Frank Hornstein - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
D47B Melissa Hortman - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 22
D14B Larry Hosch - - + - - * - - - - - - 9 26
R4B Larry Howes * - - - + * * - * * + - 29 63
D7A Thomas Huntley - - * - - - - - - - - - 0 15
D7B Mike Jaros - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
D67B Sheldon Johnson - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 19
D13B Al Juhnke - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 21
D59B Phyllis Kahn - - - - - - - - - - - * 0 14
D17B Jeremy Kalin - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
D60A Margaret A. Kelliher - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 14
D50B Kate Knuth - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
D20B Lyle Koenen - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 20
R34A Paul Kohls + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 90
D51A Scott Kranz - + - - - - - - - - - + 17 17
D50A Carolyn Laine - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R9A Morrie Lanning + + + + + + + - - + + - 75 63
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District Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

D40B Ann Lenczewski - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 48
D66A John Lesch - + + - - - - - - - * - 18 24
D30A Tina Liebling - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 28
D1B Bernie Lieder - - - - - - - - * * - - 0 15
D55A Leon Lillie - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 19
D59A Diane Loeffler - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 19
D37A Shelley Madore - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R22A Doug Magnus + + - - + + + - + + + + 75 75
D67A Tim Mahoney - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 21
D65B Carlos Mariani - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 10
D9B Paul Marquart - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 40
D38A Sandra Masin - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R53B Carol McFarlane + + - + + + + - + + + + 83 83
R57B Denny McNamara + + - + + + + - + + + + 83 65
D4A Frank Moe - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 31
D40A Will Morgan - - - - - + - - - - - - 8 8
D23A Terry Morrow - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 8
D58A Joe Mullery - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 22
D64A Erin Murphy - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
D6B Mary Murphy - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 16
D46A Michael Nelson - * - - - - - - - - - - 0 19
R10A Bud Nornes + - - - + + + - + + + + 67 72
D29B Kim Norton - - + + - + - - - - + - 33 33
D1A Dave Olin - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R16B Mark Olson + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 88
D11B Mary Ellen Otremba + - + - + - - - - - + - 33 35
R37B Dennis Ozment + + - - - + + - + + - + 58 67
R42B Erik Paulsen + + + + + + + - + + * + 91 88
D64B Michael Paymar - + + - - - - - - - - - 17 19
D31A Gene Pelowski - - - - - + * - - - - - 9 30
R32A Joyce Peppin + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 89
D20A Aaron Peterson - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 18
R41B Neil Peterson + * - + - + * * + + - + 66 52
D45A Sandra Peterson - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 25
D27B Jeanne Poppe - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 14
D5A Tom Rukavina - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 21
R26A Connie Ruth + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 69
D42A Maria Ruud - + - + - + - - - - - - 25 39
D2B Brita Sailer - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 31
D54B Bev Scalze - - - - - - - - * * * - 0 25
R21A Marty Seifert + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 85
D5B Tony Sertich - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
R14A Dan Severson + + + + + + + - + + + + 92 72
R18A Ron Shimanski + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 100
D44A Steve Simon - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 19
R10B Dean Simpson + + - + + + + - + + + + 83 68
D55B Nora Slawik - - - + - - * - - - - - 9 26
D63B Linda Slocum - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R33A Steve Smith + + - + + + + - * * + + 80 78
D3B Loren Solberg - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 16
R28B Steve Sviggum + + + - + + + - - + + + 75 74
D56B Marsha Swails - + - - - + - - - - - - 17 17
D65A Cy Thao - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 7
D63A Paul Thissen - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 18
D51B Tom Tillberry - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R49B Kathy Tingelstad + - - - - + * - - - - + 27 65
D31B Ken Tschumper - - + - - - - - - - - - 8 8
R18B Dean Urdahl + - - - - + + - - + + + 50 60
D62B Jean Wagenius - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 12
D61B Neva Walker - * - - - - - - - - - - 0 14
D12A John Ward - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
R38B Lynn Wardlow + - - - + + + - + + + + 67 73
D30B Andy Welti - - - - - + - - - - + - 17 33
R11A Torrey Westrom + - - + + + + - + + + + 75 76
D44B Ryan Winkler - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 8
D28A Sandy Wollschlager + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 8
R32B Kurt Zellers + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 91
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